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INDIVIDUALS: 

 

Get Involved: Be a Voice for your Lake! 
1. Join/support your lake group and local conservation groups 
2. Participate in local government. Attend county committee and board meetings that 

address lake-related issues 
3. Participate in Citizen Science programs  
4. Share your passion with others (i.e. social media) 

 
Protect your Waterfront Property Investment: 

5. Before making improvements, check with the Oneida County Planning and Zoning 
Department for permitting and regulation information 

6. Maintain your septic system 
7. Try this free assessment tool: 

Shoreland Evaluation Tool https://survey.healthylakeswi.com/ 
 
Reduce Run-off:  

8. Minimize Hard Surfaces. Impervious surfaces do not allow water to penetrate and 
so increase run-off.  

9. Maintain roads, driveways and culverts on your property 
10. Direct run-off away from waterbodies using: 

Rain gardens, infiltration trench, natural buffer zone, rain barrel, or 
meandering pervious path 

11. Protect native trees to preserve canopy cover 
12. Plant buffer strips with native plants along shoreline 
13. Leave the leaves and needles 
14. Seek guidance from the county Planning and Zoning Department, Land and 

Water Conservation Department, and/or the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) to learn about the most efficient methods to control erosion issues 
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Yard and Garden Care: 

15. Minimize shoreline lawn area and mowing frequency: eliminate mowing to water’s 
edge 

16. Minimize fertilizer use: consider using non-chemical organic fertilizer or mulched 
grass/leaves 

17. Minimize pesticide use: treating with pesticides such as mosquito spraying is 
harmful to all insects and has indirect effects on wildlife. Apply soaps or oils to 
garden plants if necessary instead of chemicals 

18. Be aware that some common materials such as pet and animal waste, and ice-
melt/road salt are harmful to water quality. Take steps to prevent run-off. 

19. Use shoreline lighting only as needed: install lighting that is neighbor, insect and 
wildlife-friendly 

Use motion sensor lights or timers 
Direct lighting downward or use shielded lighting 
Use warm colors and low intensity light 

 
Into the Water: 

20. Leave aquatic plant growth along the shoreline whenever possible 
21. Reduce the number docks/boats/lifts in the water 
22. Leave fallen trees and branches along the shore 

23. Replace vertical seawalls with vegetated rock riprap using native plants and 
shrubs 

 
 

GROUPS: 
 
 

24. Promote formation of Lake Associations and Lake Districts 

25. Promote writing of comprehensive Lake Management Plans and DNR Surface 

Water Grants 

26. Monitor for aquatic invasive species (AIS) and water quality, working with the 

DNR and/or the Oneida County AIS Coordinator  

27. Consider adopting a lake upstream from your home lake for conservation 

activities 

28. Provide AIS and Clean Boats Clean Waters (CBCW) education 

29. Promote shoreland and wetland protection  
30. Educate developers and landowners about the ecological importance of 

preserving natural vegetation and shoreline buffers 
 

Please visit https://www.oclw.org/lakes-classification-project.html  for more information about this project. 

 

https://www.oclw.org/lakes-classification-project.html

